
                         CAPE GIRARDEAU PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

JULY 18, 2012 

 

The Cape Girardeau Beautification Committee met at the Osage Centre on Tuesday, July 17, 2012 at 

4:30 pm. 

 

Present:      Staff Present: 

Doug Austin                                                                  Julia Thompson, Director of Parks & Recreation 

Ruth Dockins                   Brock Davis, Parks Division Manager  

Kurt Schilligo                                                               Mike Tripp, Public Works 

Eric Redecker   Sharon Bergman, Administrative Secretary  

Lita Miller                                                                      

Pastor Shawn Watson 

Loretta Schneider 

   

Absent:  Guest: No Guest 

Skipp Wrap 

Laura Ritter 

Nancy Jernigan 

 

WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS 

Everyone introduced themselves and said what they liked most about Cape Girardeau.   

 

History of Beautification Efforts in the City/Region 

One of the first efforts with Keep America Beautiful was 25 to 30 years ago with a committee formed for 

a recycling program.  The Chamber of Commerce became involved with Keep SE Missouri Beautiful 

around 2001 and ended about 2005.  Efforts ended with the area to be covered becoming too large to 

cover and a slow economy with the Chamber of Commerce wanting to keep their focus on their core 

mission. 

 

Discussion on Committee Purpose, Options and City Needs 

 

A. Keep America Beautiful Affiliation – Affiliation dues have been paid.  The group discussed the 

benefits of becoming an affiliate and will vote on this at the next meeting. The group discussed 

focus areas and projects that they would like to see improved.  They would also like to know the 

responsibilities that are expected the first year of membership with KAB.  Julia suggested 

looking online for information and also had four different resource manuals to review. Julia will 

also be participating in a webinar for KAB the following week and will bring back additional 

information at the next meeting. 

 

B. Litter, Recycling and Community Clean-up – General discussion ensued regarding that the City 

does have a litter ordinance; however enforcing the $500.00 fine for littering or increasing the 

fine amount for littering is something that would require additional research.  Educating 

businesses, home owners about their responsibilities to keep property clean and litter free.   

(Businesses – Convenience Stores - parking lots, trash receptacles – Home Owners – House 

furniture out in lawn, frequent yard sales in front lawns). 

 

C. Graffiti – Would like to see graffiti reported and cleaned up within 24 hours and also offer some 

type of reward for turning in person responsible for the damage. KAB does offer grants to assist 

with graffiti removal and education. 

 

D. Beautification – Group discussed the importance of the entry ways to the City and how many 

people this would impact on a daily basis. This seemed to be a strong priority. The committee  

 

 



 

 

discussed determining the locations with the most traffic or visibility.  Other priorities included: 

• Education about keeping the community clean. 

• Graffiti – would like to stay on top of the quickly growing problem in the area and 

having it cleaned up as soon as possible. 

 

E.  Parks and Recreation Programs/Projects – The group discussed current projects, events and 

partners such as Friends of the Park Day, Old Town Cape, Conservation Dept., the University, Go 

Green Committee. 

 

F.  Community Outreach and Partners – Group discussed the Adopt a Street Program and Julia 

mentioned that she would like to develop the Adopt a Park program for the City’s parks. There are 

many opportunities to partner with business and non-profit organizations.  

 

G. Other 

• Doug Austin brought up the wayfinding signage for the City. Julia will check with Ryan 

Shrimplin, City Planner to see if he can attend the next meeting. 

 

Determine priorities and actions needed for next meeting  

• KAB Affiliation 

• Establish Committees if desired 

• Discuss the need for committee by-laws and structure and the need for additional board 

members 

 

Complete Interest Survey and determine date for next meeting - Determined that we will establish 

meetings on the last Tuesday of each month for now.   Next meeting scheduled for August 28th at 

4:00 pm at Osage Centre.                     

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 Sharon Bergman 

 Administrative Secretary 


