
Cape Girardeau Fires 
 

Steam Saw Mill    1-5-1865 
St. Charles Hotel    1-1865 
A.R. Taylor & Sons (Harmony)  11-2-1869 
Stonewall Riverboat (Neely’s Landing) 11-4-1869 
Vogt Beer Distillery (Old Fairgrounds) 12-9-1869 
Foundry & 2 homes    5-1883 
Print Office (Main St)    6-1891 
Hirsch Building, Bierwirth’s, Post Office 8-9-1891 
Casper Uhl Building (Main St.)  8-1891 
Lorimier Mills     3-12-1892 
Creamery (Old Hanny Brewery)  8-1894 
Dempsey Corn Warehouse (Themis) 11-1894 
Matteson Paint Mill (Happy Holllow)  6-26-1899 
Normal School    4-7-1902 
Henry Ossenkop’s Planing Mill  11-15-1902 
Cape City Mill Warehouse   11-15-1903 
Walter Albert Warehouse   1-1-1904 
Riverview Hotel and Palace Saloon  9-9-1904 
Lorimier Hotel     12-10-1904 
Taylor & Van Frank stables destroyed 4-2-1905 
Buckner-Ragsdale (Houck Building)  9-9-1905 
Old Fagan Building    10-22-1906 
Frisco Car Shop (Loss $75,000)  1-26-1907 
Cross Printing Co. (Broadway)  2-5-1907 
M.E. Leming building    11-16-1907 
Phillips Lumber & Fuel Co.   12-5-1907 
Gill Bros. Saloon (Main St.)   3-16-1908 
Miler & Kinder / Hoeller & Anderson Bldgs 4-4-1908 
Fred Kain Barn & Waters-Pierce Oil Co. 4-23-1908 
Buckner Ragsdale (Houck Building)  9-9-1908 
Planters Mill      3-27-1909 
F.W. Vogt, Farmers Mill & 2nd hand store 4-3-1909 
Hobbs Furniture (Water & Themis)  5-4-1909 
Apex Saloon (Good Hope)   5-7-1909 
Blue Ribbon Coal & Ice Co. Stables  2-28-1911 
Jim Miller Livery Stable (Haarig)  5-9-1911 
Phillips Lumber & Fuel Co yards   12-28-1911 
Hobbs Furniture (Water & Themis)  5-23-1912 
Three House (College & Frederick)  10-28-1912 
Interurban Railway Boiler Room & Sheds 1-4-1913 
St. Louis Oil Co.    1-7-1913 
Six homes on North Street   8-9-1913 
Hope – Cotner Garage   10-4-1913 
Centenary Methodist Church   2-21-1914 
Old Metz Saloon (Haarig)   4-15-1914 
Cape City Mill (Stein & Lance)  6-15-1914 
Fuerth Foundry    8-6-1914 
Caldwell – Sherman Store (Main St.) 10-8-1914 
Phillips Lumber & Fuel Co.   8-8-1915 
Suedekum Hardware & 4 other buildings 1-6-1916 



Buckner Ragsdale – Riverview  3-15-1916 
Lincoln School     4-7-1916 
Hobbs Store on levee    5-8-1916 
Blue Ribbon Coal & Ice (Themis & Sprigg) 8-1-1916 
Rigdon Laundry (Aquamsi)   10-11-1916 
Three homes in Red Star   4-2-1917 
Cape Cooperate Mill    11-24-1917 
Wulfers Building (Broadway & Pacific) 11-29-1918 
Allison’s Toggery    3-16-1919 
Thomas Lilly Flour and Feed Store  1-22-1921 
Settle Bookstore (505 Broadway)  5-11-1921 
Brewery Barn (S. Middle St.)  7-9-1921 
Morrison Building (Tenzer Hat Co.)  8-4-1921 
M. Samuels Clothing Store (Main)  12-12-1921 
D.A. Glenn Dry Goods (N. Main)  8-4-1922 
Night & Day Cleaning Plant   5-16-1923 
Houck Building (Housed 5 businesses) 8-27-1923 
Union Lumber & Forest Lumber   9-8-1923 
Riverside Lumber Co.  & 3 homes  12-3-1924 
Cape Coal Co. barn (S. Frederick)  1-6-1925 
Mahaney Store & 2 residences  4-1-1925 
Johnston Hotel (N. Main)   6-2--1925 
Cape County Mercantile Co.   2-6-1926 
Pollack Hide & Fur Co. (Kingshighway) 4-7-1927 
Drusch Building    4-24-1927 
Cape Milk Co. / Joe Sandman – Tinner 7-6-1927 
M. Samuels (N. Main)   9-22-1927 
Riverside Ice & Fuel Co. Stock Barn  5-13-1928 
Leming Lumber Co. Mill   8-21-1928 
Three Story Building (Good Hope)  1-29-1929 
Oakenwold (Peironnet Country Home) 5-8-1929 
SEMO Packing Co.    8-1-1929 
Giboney Houck Barn (S. Sprigg)  9-19-1929 
Clark Music Building (N. Main)  4-14-1930 
Ruehmann Junk Yard    5-2-1930 
Cape Coal Co. Barn (S. Frederick)  8-21-1930 
Old Cape Brewery (Riverside Ice & Fuel) 11-21-1930 
M. Samuel Store (N. Main)   10-18-1931 
Mattress Factory (S. Spanish)  5-27-1935 
Bartles Store     2-4-1937 
Community Clubhouse    2-11-1937 
Elks Building & Mrs. Ollie Kopper Home 11-28-1938 
Braun Store      12-2-1939 
Cape Cut Rate (701 Broadway)  1-3-1941 
Blattner Bros. Packing Co. (Hwy 61) 4-23-1941 
American White Cross Labs (College) 5-2-1941 
Brenneisen Roller Rink (Hwy 61)  11-16-1943 
Church of God Mission (421 Broadway) 2-18-1946 
Jesse Millikan Motor Co. (Independence) 2-4-1947 
Houck Field House    2-17-1948 
Landgraf Planing Mill (Independence) 3-4-1949 
W.J. Pledger Battery & Auto Bldg. (Mason) 3-9-1949 
Parkview Stables (Near Arena Park) 7-11-1950 



Rust & Martin     12-24-1950 
Lorberg Furniture (215 S. Sprigg)  3-11-1951 
Southeast Missouri Lumber Co.  2-6-1952 
Pollack Lumber Co. Warehouse  4-7-1952 
West Side Church of God (W. Bloomfield) 6-24-1952 
Sport Shop/Printing office/Dr Office  7-29-1952 
MO Electric Works (Morgan Oak & Middle) 12-17-1952 
Cobb School     3-17-1953 
MO Electric Works (Frederick/Merriwether) 10-28-1953 
Sunset Motor Co. (Broadway)  12-15-1953 
Former Maurer Carriage building  12-24-1953 
Old Cape Brewery (Middle/Morgan Oak) 12-27-1953 
Erlbacher Foundry & Machine Shop  1-23-1954 
McDowell Motor Co.    1-6-1956 
Flight Control Building – Airport  11-25-1956 
Maple Ave. Methodist Church (S. Ellis) 3-11-1957 
Texas Trading Post (2110 S. Sprigg) 7-14-1957 
Walther’s Furniture (Broadway/Middle) 1-7-1958 
Cape Boating Co. (10 N. Sprigg)  5-27-1958 
Country Club     12-11-1963 
Jim Wilson Co.     8-1964 
Jim Wilson Co.    8-14-1965 
City Airport - No. 3 Hangar    7-15-1966 
Shy’s Rexall Drugstore (Mid-Towner) 11-17-1966 
Idan-Ha Hotel     6-29-1968 
Hutson Furniture Warehouse (S. Sprigg) 1-29-1969 
Oglanders Clothing (2 N. Main)  7-6-1969 
M.E. Leming Lumber Co.   5-23-1970 
M.E.Leming Mill    8-21-1970 
Five City Sanitation Trucks    8-23-1970  
City Airport – Main Hangar   7-15-1971 
Admiral Plastic – 7-Up Bottling  8-19-1971 
Ruth’s Bargain Center (8 S. Spanish) 2-3-1972 
Wieser Motor Co.    09-12-1972 
Cape Kill Pest Control Garage/Mixing Plant 10-23-1972 
Old World Imports/Dean’s Motorola  11-7-1972 
Cape Civic Center (1232 Ranney)  1-2-1973 
Odd Fellows Lodge/Silversmith Dingeldein 10-11-1974 
Southeast Missouri Builders    6-18-1975 
United Oil Co. (Independence/Kingshwy) 2-2-1976 
Cape Volkswagen Inc. (208 Linda)  6-17-1976 
Cape Hotel & Cut Rate Store (Broadway) 11-24-1976 
Sandbox Tavern & Restaurant (N. Main) 6-4-1977 
Third Street United Methodist Church 11-7-1977 
Missouri Dry Docks (500 Aquamsi)  11-12-1977 
Roth’s Department Center (Town Plaza) 11-12-1977 
Interior House of Fashion (122 N. Main) 6-12-1979 
Good Hope Furniture (Good H/Frederick) 7-19-1979 
Shakey’s Pizza Parlor (801 Broadway)  5-23-1981 
Kinder’s Country Tavern & Dance Hall 10-4-1981 
Mid-South Steel (1500 Riverview Dr.) 1-7-1982 
Speed Equipment World (2126 Broadway) 10-19-1982 
Building (418 Broadway)   1-1-1983 



Boarding House (18 N. Fountain)  6-4-1983 
Free Will Baptist Church (200 Broadway) 2-1-1984 
Riverside Home Building Center  4-20-1986 
Winchester Garage (Old Cape Furniture) 5-1-1987 
Southside Baptist Church (805 Hackberry) 12-16-1987 
Ervins Metalsmiths Inc. (115 Themis) 2-17-1989 
Uncle Ralph’s Furniture (Spanish/Indepen) 6-2-1989 
Broadway Apts. (Old Idan-Ha Hotel) 7-7-1989 
Royal N’Orleans (Old Opera House)  3-8-1990 
Atlas-Alchem Plastics (Building #3)  4-13-1990 
Rose City Oil Co. (740 S. Fountain)  6-11-1990 
Triple fatality house fire (731 N. Spanish) 3-8-1991 
Yellow Cab Co. (530 Good Hope)  8-31-1991 
Old VIP Industries Bldg. (605 Good Hope) 1-26-1992 
SEMO Heavy Industries Warehouse(Plaza) 4-1-1993 
Six Unit Apt. Building (137 S. Spanish) 11-13-1994 
Lanter & Plaza Tire (William/Kingshwy)   11-20-1994 
Apt. Building (Old Idan-Ha Hotel)  7-11-1995 
Samples Floor Covering (401 N. Clark) 8-10-1996 
Cooper Oil Co. (1301 Giboney St.)  7-6-1998 
Teen Challenge Thrift Store (10 N. Sprigg) 7-14-1998 
Campbell Mattress Co. Warehouse   8-6-2000 
Apt. Building (225 S. Spanish)  3-11-2004 
Cape Restaurant Supply (340 S. Frederick)8-17-2004 
Bella Italia Restaurant (20 N. Spanish) 3-19-2005 
221 S. Spanish/227 S. Spanish  4-18-2006 
Semi-Tanker Fire (I-55)   3-27-2007 
   
 
 


