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Development & Heritage
Cape Girardeau offers the best of both wc
big city amenities with
small town feel

Regional Hub

Located between St. Louis and Mem)|
I-55 and the Mississippi River, Cape Giral
is a regional destination for health ¢
education, shopping and entertainn

Mission Oriented

Cape Girardeau will be a progres:
community that is safe, encourages comn
involvement, and fosters pride and pros|
for all citizens
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Local Resources and Assistance

Cape Area Chamber of Commerce
www.capechamber.com
573/335-3312

City of Cape Girardeau
www.cityofcapegirardeau.org
573/339-6327

Missouri SourceLink
www.mosourcelink.com
866/870-6500

Old Town Cape
www.oldtowncape.org
573/334-8085

Small Business Development

www?2.semo.edu/seshdc
573/986-6084
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Cape Girardeau, Missouri, with a growing populason of 35,349, is the perfect

place for your new business venture or expansion project. Ideally located on the
Mississippi River and 1-55, and home to Southeast Missouri State University, we are a
regional educaeon, retail, and healthcare hub with a dayeme populason exceeding
100,000.

The City of Cape Girardeau understands the importance of your business investment
in our community and the numerous benee-ts that result from it. The City wants to
partner with you by oeering economic development tools that t your project and in
amounts that are commensurate to your needs.

-- Ken Erink, Department of Development Services.
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Welcome Cape Girardeau

Cape Girardeau:
An ldeal Community

Educaeon & Quality of Life
Economic Development
Commercial Development Package
Form of Government
Intergovernmental Relasons

City of Cape Girardeau’s
Comprehensive Plan

Boards & Commissions
Department Descripeons

City’s Financial Overview

“Cape Girardeau is situated
on a hillside, and makes a
handsome appearance.”

- Mark Twalin



Cape Girardeau
At-a-Glance

History
Origin: Settled in 1793
Founded: 1806
Charter adopted: 1981

Demographics/Education
Population: 35,349 residents
Median Household Income: $36,500
Public School Students: 3,850
Parochial Secondary Schools: 2
Post-secondary bound students: 75%

Post-secondary options: 3

Entertainment & Recreation
Parks: 663 acres, 23 parks
Trail: 4.5 miles for foot or bike traflc
Golf: 3 public, 3 private

Arts: visual and performance venues

Welcome to
Cape Girardeau



Cape Girardeau:
An Ideal Community

Cape Girardeau oecials and residents value our rich heritage and
support eeorts to revitalize our historical downtown.

Old Town Cape: A Nasonal Main Street Program

Founded in 1999, the organizalon was soon accepted into the State
Department of Economic Development’s “Missouri Main Street
Program,” one of only ten towns to receive this dis!nclon. OTC

was honored again when it received Nalonal Main Street Program

Accreditalon which it has maintained ever since. Every dollar invested The Mississippi River
in the Main Street program leverages an average of $40.35 in new investment, Among Cape Girardeau’s proud
making the Main Street program one of the most successful economic features is the Mississippi River.

development strategies in America. During the last three years, the OTC area Residents and visitors alike enjoy
ne"ed 27 new businesses, created 177 new jobs, renovated 11 buildings, the scenic views from the downtown

. . . . river walk along the beautiful River
and held 10 business workshops, which presented a variety of topics to 750 14,05 mural wall. The Mississippi is

a"endees. the second longest river in the United
States, with a length of 2,320 miles.

Downtown Revitalizason Economic Assistance for Missouri Designason

Cape Girardeau was one of 10 communi'es in the #rst year to secure the state

designalon established in 2006. The DREAM Inilalve is a comprehensive,

t lined h to downt italizal idi lidated Lewis & Clark
streamlined approach to downtown revitaliza!on providing consolidate On November 23, 1803, Meriwether
technical and #nancial assistance to select communi'es for more escient, Lewis and William Clark arrived

esec!ve downtown revitalizalon. The DREAM Inilalve is a partnership among at Cape Girardeau, a trading post
Old Town Cape, the Cape Area Chamber of Commerce, and City government. established in 1795 by Louis Lorimier,
the Spanish-appointed Commandant
of the Cape Girardeau District. The
Red House Interpretive Center, a
f%plica of an 18th century building,

All America Award
The City of Cape Girardeau was a 1967 recipient of the All America Award and

#nalist in 2006. sits at the location of this historic
stop. Across the street is the historic
Cape Area Chamber of Commerce Commitment to Excellence Award Old St. Vincent's Church and the

Every year, the local chamber recognizes one business for their commitment ~B’Nai Israel Synagogue, both on the
to excellence. The City of Cape Girardeau's Police and Fire Departments were 'ational Register of Historic Places.
recognized with this award in 2002. The en!re City organizal!on received the

award in 2006 due to its posi've impact and leadership.

Preserve America

The City of Cape Girardeau proudly accepted the designalon as a Preserve
America Community Presiden!al Award in 2008. The program recognizes
government en!les for exemplary accomplishment in the sustainable use and
preservalon of cultural or natural heritage assets.



“School spirit is still very
much alive in Cape
Girardeau Schools.”

— Dr. Jim Welker
Superintendent of

Cape Public Schools



“The career | chose resulted in
my family relocating every 3-4
years. As a result, we've lived

in many different states. Cape
Girardeau is the only community
we found that offered great
housing for the dollar, public
schools that work, short commutes
and cultural activities. When you
add to that a comparatively warm
climate, an excellent university,
and two outstanding medical
centers, Cape Girardeau has to be
the best kept secret.”

- Wayne Wallingford,
Chief People Ofecer,
McDonald’s of
Southeast Missouri



Old Town Cape’s sponsorship and
coordination of multiple events
has drawn thousands of visitors
downtown:

Libertyfest,
Independence Day
riverfront esreworks event
(18,000)

Holiday of Lights Parade
(15,000)

Tunes at Twilight,
outdoor concert series
(7,000)

ArtsCape,
street festival
(6,000)




Commercial Development

This will help to familiarize you with our procedures and to answer any queseons
you may have. If you have any further queseons, please call any of the oeces
listed below for help:

Contacts

Inspeceon Services (573) 339-6328
Planning Services (573) 339-6326
Engineering (573) 339-6327

Fire Marshal (573) 339-6330

Fax # (573) 339-6302

Table of Contents
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1. Commercial Permit ApplicalonTo be completed when you submit documents
for plan review. Plan review is required whenever: (1) You construct, enlarge,
alter or demolish a structure; (2) Change the occupancy of a building or structure
requiring greater strength, exit or sanitary provisions; (3) To change to another
use; or (4) To install or alter any equipment covered under the City’s building
code. The !rst side of the applicason is informason that must be received in order
for drawings to be accepted and reviewed. The second side must be !lled out
completely by the person submi'ng the drawings. [

2. Stormwater Applica'on :To be submi$ed along with engineers sealed
drawings on the displacement of stormwater. This needs to be submi$ed when

a new building is constructed, an addieon is built, or any type of pavement is put
in place (such as asphalt or concrete). Small jobs may be able to obtain a waiver
for this, but the applicason sell will need to be made. Applicasons are accepted
and reviewed by Engineering . This must be approved before a building permit



“We look forward to your
expansion. City staff and
community partners work hard to
make that happen.”

- John Voss, Council Ward 1
is issued. Stormwater review fee is between $35.00 and $140.00 depending on Procter & Gamble
acreage. The ordinance is available online or through Inspeceon Services for $5.00.

3. Grading Permit Applicason To be obtained from Engineering whenever grading
is to be started on site before a building permit or stormwater permit is issued.

4. Floodplain Development Permit3io be submiled to Engineering whenever
construceon will be in the "oodway or "oodplain. City ordinance recommends

that the lowest "oor be one foot above the 100-year "ood level. The Floodplain
Management Applicason must be completed and approved before a building
permit is issued. The Floodplain development permit fee is $25 and the Floodway
development permit fee is $50.

5. Elevason Cere!cate:To be completed on any structure built in the "oodplain or
"oodway. This must be done by a registered engineer to verify the "oor elevason of
the new structure. Cere#cates are to be submiled to Engineering. The Cere#cate
must be obtained before an occupancy permit is issued.

6. Permit FeesTo be collected when permits are picked up.

7. Sewer & Water Tap Feelstew construceon will charged a sewer tap fee, which is
based on water size usage. These are to be paid when the building permit is picked
up. Water tap cost can be applied and paid for at Inspeceon Services when picking
up permits in City Hall (401 Independence). $1,875.13 Deposit - Adjustments to
re"ect actual cost will be made a%er compleson of work.

Main Conneceons - $500






. This ordinance will inform you of what zone you will be able to put your business in, parking spaces required, setback
requirements, and other regulasons set by the City Council. If you want to apply for a Rezoning or Special Use Permit fc
your property, you will need the approval of the City Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council .

13. Permanent Disconnect FornmiEhese two forms are required to be completed for a permit whenever a structure will
be demalished. It will inform Inspeceon Services that all disconnects are completed. Form for gas and electric are to be
taken to AmerenUE for disconnects and the water form taken to Customer Service in City Hall for disconnects. When tr
sewer line is ready to be capped, call Inspeceon Services for an inspeceon. When both forms are completed and signec
o! for all four services, a permit can then be issued and demolieon can be done. Demolieon and clean up must be done
within (45) days of the permit issuance.

14. Driveway/Street and Sidewalk AlteralonaVhen any work is done on the City’s right of way, a permit must be
obtained. All driveways and sidewalks must abide by the enclosed driveway and sidewalk standards.

15. Addressing of Structuregddresses are very important whenever there is a need for emergency vehicles. City
ordinance states that they must be posted. This pamphlet will give you informason on how to post them within the
ordinance guidelines.

16. Tax Clearance for Transient Employe@sit of state contractors please note -- before we can issue a building permit,
you must have a valid tax clearance number issued by the Missouri Department of Revenue . Forms 943T and 3032 m
be sent to the State for a tax number. If you have any queseons you may contact them at:

State Missouri Tax Administrason Bureau
PO Box 629

Jelerson , MO 65105-0629

(573) 751-3804

River Tales Mural Wall
Photo: Convention & Visitors Bureau



“We look forward

to identifying a city
manager that will build
on the strong foundation
and momentum that the
staff and council have
established, as well

as lead us through the
exciting and uncertain
future.”

— Mayor Jay Knudtsa
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Form of Government
Council/Manager

Under the council/manager form of government, the mayor and city
council establish policy and law and the City Manager handles the day-to-
day management of the city organizason. When the city council makes a
decision on an ordinance, law, or policy, the City Manager is responsible
for implemeneng those policies.

The mayor is elected at-large for a four-year term while the six city council
members are elected from wards for staggered four-year terms. The
mayor and city council appoint the city manager, and the city manager
appoints all but a few of the employees. The mayor and city council
members serve part-me.

Because of this responsibility, the City Manager’s oece has three
employees including the City Manager, Assistant to City Manager, and
City Clerk. The City Manager coordinates the operasons of the City’s sve
departments and twelve divisions. The manager is responsible for the
preparason of a proposed operasng budget and its presentaeon to the
city council. The annual budget as adopted by Council provides funding,
staeng, and general guidance to the City departments for the escal year.

City Councill
Ward 2, Charlie Herbsward 3, Debra Tracy
Elected 2002 Elected 2005

Ward 4, Loretta Schneitéard 5, Mark Lanzotti Ward 6, Marcia Ritter
Elected 2006 Elected 2008 Elected 2002




Intergovernmental
Relations

The City of Cape Girardeau supports a strong collaboraeve environment with
the educason system, neighboring ciees, Cape Girardeau County, and state
and federal oecials to conenuously improve government communicason and
resources.

The City of Cape Girardeau, Cape Girardeau County, Southeast Missouri
State University, and the Missouri Department of Transportason (MODOT)
have shared the cost to construct a new highway interchange. The strong
partnerships of the project asracted the aseneon of Congress, which has
provided federal funding. Representasves from MODOT complimented the
eneees on their “true spirit of cooperason” which set them apart as the erst

“It's good when cities in the state for this scope of cooperason.
cooperate, rather than
compete, and when our Collaborasve ecorts with other ciees even extend beyond state lines. In May
differences inspire, rather 2007, city oecials from Cape Girardeau and Paducah, Kentucky visited their

than build jealousy” respecesve counterpart in the other city to job shadow, share knowledge of

- Debra Tracy, city management techniques and skills, compare downtown revitalizason
Council Ward 3 programs, and build a relasonship of friendship and cooperason between the
ciees. The “swap” as it is known, inspired communicasons improvements in
the Comprehensive Plan, City ordinances, downtown markeeng and street
maintenance call center.

Frequent communicason with state and federal representaeves is also
important. City representasves include Cape Girardeau nasves Lieutenant
Governor Peter Kinder, Senator Jason Crowell of State senatorial district

027, and Representasve Clint Tracy of State house district 158. Other
representasves include Governor Jay Nixon, Congresswoman Jo Ann Emerson
of U.S. House district 08, U.S. Senator Christopher ‘Kit’ Bond, and U.S. Senatol
Claire McCaskill.

Other Highlights:

* Local ciees, county government; and the chamber have aggressively tackled
lieering by jointly registering in the Keep America Beausful Program.

» The City and County support a local transit system, share faciliees and a
recent partnership extended a city walking trail to a county park and trail
system.

* The City partnered with the Missouri Department of Conservason for
improvements to a local docking facility.

» Cape Girardeau and Jackson have built a shared water pipeline which will
distribute water to either community in the event of an emergency.

» The Fire Department is a leader in regional cooperason in both preparason
and response to large-scale incidents. They work with other departments to
share expenses, training and other resources including a regional emergency
response vehicle housed within Cape Girardeau city limits. The Fire Chief
and Assistant Fire Chief also sit on the Regional Homeland Security Oversight
Commieee.
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Comprehensive Plan Meeting
Photo: Planning Division, COCG

City Plans in Effect

Comprehensive Plan: adopted Water System Master Plan:

2008 adopted 1993

Major Streets Plan: revised All Hazard Mitigation Plan:
1991, reviewed annually adopted 2000

Community Facilities: Future Facilities Master Plan:
reviewed annually adopted 2001

Airport Master Plan: adopted  Storm Water Master Plan:

2003 adopted 2003
Sewer System Master Plan: Capital Improvements
adopted 1991 Program: adopted 2009

“My friends would
wonder why |ver
moved back to St.
Louis until they
realized | could
grocery shop, pick-
up my dry cleaning
and go bike riding
all while they're still
stuck in evening
traflc .”

- Gordon Glaus
Dix & Glaus, Llc

12



Boards & Commissions

“The people that live here are

dedicated to improving the
communtity as a whole.”

- Dr. Sean Byrd, DVM
Skyview Animal Clinic



Select City Department
Descriptions



Financial Overview






